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Sir: 

DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1-131 

I, Sharon M. Simpson hereby say and declare that: 

(1) I am the inventor of the invention described and claimed in 
the present patent application identified above. 

(2) Since January 1999 I have been employed by Eastman 
Kodak Company at its facility located in Oakdale, Minnesota. 

(3) During my employment with Eastman Kodak Company, I 
have have been and am currently involved in the research and development of 
high-speed photothermographic materials, components used therein, and methods 
of imaging these materials to provide visible images. 

(4) The presently claimed invention was conceived and 
reduced to practice in the United States of America prior to November 17, 2003, 
the priority date of copending Application No. 10/715,199 that has been cited as 
prior art in the recent Office Action received from the USPTO. 



(5) Prior to November 17, 2003, 1 conceived of and reduced to 

practice: 

(I) An organic solvent-based photothermographic material comprising 
a support having thereon, one or more imaging layers comprising a hydrophobic 
binder and: 

a. a photosensitive silver halide, 

b. in reactive association with the photosensitive silver halide, 
a non-photosensitive source of reducible silver ions comprising a silver 
carboxylate, 

c. a reducing agent for the reducible silver ions comprising a 
phenolic developer, 

d. an aliphatic or non-aromatic carbocyclic polycarboxylic 
acid that is present in an amount of from about 0.0004 to about 0.01 mol/mol of 
total silver (or from about 0.0015 to about 0.0375 g/m 2 ), and 

e. optionally, an X-radiation-sensitive phosphor, 

(II) An organic solvent-based X-radiation sensitive photothermo- 
graphic material that comprises a support having on one side thereof, a photo- 
thermographic imaging layer comprising a hydrophobic binder and in reactive 
association: 

a. a photosensitive silver bromide or silver iodide, or mixture 
thereof, that has been chemically sensitized with a sulfur-containing chemical 
sensitizing compound, a tellurium-containing chemical sensitizing compound, or 
a gold(III)-containing chemical sensitizing compound, or mixtures of any of these 
chemical sensitizing agents, 

b. in reactive association with the photosensitive silver halide, 
a non-photosensitive source of reducible silver ions that comprises silver 
behenate, 

c. a reducing agent for the reducible silver ions that comprises 
a hindered phenol, 

d. one or more X-radiation-sensitive phosphors that are 
present in a total amount of from about 0.1 to about 20 mole per mole of total 
silver, the amount of total silver being from about 0.01 to about 0.05 mol/m 2 , and 
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e. one or more of citric acid, tartaric acid, maleic acid, 
fumaric acid, citraconic acid, mesaconic acid, tricarballylic acid, malonic acid, 
1,2,3,4-butanetetracarboxylic acid, 1,2,3,4-cyclopentanetetracarboxylic acid, 
1,3,5-cyclohexanetricarboxylic acid, and 1,2-cyclohexanedicarboxylic acid in an 
amount of from about 0.001 to about 0.004 mol/mol of total silver (or from about 
0.004 to about 0.09 g/m 2 ), and 

(III) A method for forming a visible image comprising: 

A) imagewise exposing any of the photothermographic 
materials of the present invention to radiation to form a latent image, and 

B) simultaneously or sequentially, heating the exposed photo- 
thermographic material to develop the latent image into a visible image. 

(6) Exhibit A is a true electrophotographic copy of notebook 
pages 181, 182, and 184 in notebook CC0251 assigned to Sharon M. Simpson that 
are dated prior to November 17, 2003 and that describe a photothermographic 
composition and material as claimed in the present application, except that 
irrelevant information has been obscured. 

(7) In particular, notebook page 181 of Exhibit A describes a 
photothermographic composition as having a binder identified as " B79" a 
homogenate containing a photosensitive silver halide and non-photosensitive 
source of reducible silver ions identified as "CZ5XX-S 2321 Homogenate" and a 
reducing agent for the reducible silver ions identified as "Permanox." Notebook 
page 182 describes citric acid, a polycarboxylic acid identified as CA. Notebook 
page 184 describes the sensitometry of this sample after coating, drying, and 
imaging. These pages represent Example 1 of the patent application. 

These features have been highlighted in yellow on pages 181, 182, 
and 184 for the Examiner's convenience. 

(8) Exhibit B is a true electrophotographic copy of notebook 
pages 177-179 in notebook CC0251 assigned to Sharon M. Simpson that are 
dated prior to November 17, 2003 and that describe a photothermographic 
composition and material as claimed in the present application, except that 
irrelevant information has been obscured. 
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(9) In particular, notebook page 177 of Exhibit B describes a 
photothermographic composition as having a binder identified as " B79" a 
homogenate containing a photosensitive silver halide and non-photosensitive 
source of reducible silver ions identified as "CZ5XX-S 2303 Homogenate" and a 
reducing agent for the reducible silver ions identified as "Permanox." Notebook 
page 178 describes citric acid, a polycarboxylic acid identified as CA and the 
optional X-radiation-sensitive phosphor identified as YSrTa0 4 . Notebook page 
179 describes the sensitometry of this sample after coating, drying, and imaging. 
These pages represent Example 3 of the patent application. 

These features have been highlighted in yellow on pages 177-179 
for the Examiner's convenience. 



reduction to practice of the presently claimed invention were made prior to 
November 17, 2003. 



and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and that 
these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 
of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



(10) Thus, Exhibits A and B demonstrate that conception and 



(11) All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
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ol SuS before addition to Ag homogenate ( 2 min. vs 30 min.) ^^^^l^^ 1 ^ feS ' n 

adds. Citric acid was added to the Ag layer without phopshor to follow RSK. ^ 
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0.0921 33491 3581 3335{ 03231 3.0861 0.13! 33031 3.188 


9 


ZaV-93 i 


1.9* 


MEOH 


182q 




y 


63 


8.7 




79 




0314 


-0323 


0.1081 32741 3388! -1.4541 03011 339j 0.147' 0.044. 0301 


10 


ZjV-93 11.9a 


MEOH 


1820 






631 831 8t 




0.131 


-0.103 


0.128| 3351 1 3272! 3.958j 0.025! -0.12| 0.1791 03831 3329 


11 


ZaV-93 it. 9* 


MEOH 


1820 






63 


83 


l 76 




033 


-0368 


0.113! 3.347' -6.1611 -1.958' 0.052; 3.196I 0.1431 0,047! 3353 






















! 1 1 1 1 • 




2 


ZaV-7 I 


2-S3« 


MEK/MEOH 




y 


33 


5 


2-2SI 




0.046 


-037 


038! 3.626! 32S8j 0.0021 0O73i 3.159! 0.138 


3315! 0328 


3 


ZaV-7 !253a 


MEK/VEO 


182Q 




y 


65 


8.7! | $2 




0215 


-0.155 


0376 


3521| 3.701! -1246 


3378) 33131 0.145 


3.023. 334 




















. -j 


: 










4 


ZaV-7 l253a 


MEOH 






T 


33 


6 


229j 




0346 • -0.103 


0307 


3617! 3.459! 0332 


0343! 3.131 0379 


3.097' 3359 


5 


ZaV-7 ! 


253a 


MEOH 


182a 




y 


63 


8,7 


1 82 




0255 


-0.143 


0.O3 


3501' 33311 -1.477 


03891 3221 0.1 


3398. 3329 


6 


ZaV-7 ,253» 


MEOH j 18.2a 


Y 




68 


83| j 79 




0.085 


-0389' 0.1 


35771 3313! -I38i 03591 3.909 


0259! 3.046: 0311 


7 


ZaV-7 


Z53a 


MEOH j 18^X1 






63 


L... S3, | 60 




0341 


3.114| 0342 


3.403t 3337) 23661 0398' 3236 


O.^ 3.104: 3319 


















t ! 


: i t • 




13 


ZaV-79 1 


1 Jst IMEK/MEOH 




y 


33 


al 221 




0.027 


3372 1 0329 


35381 3287! 3338) 0.035: 3.1091 0.0881 3 033: 3333 


14 


zav.79 ; 


1.9. jMEK/MEOI, 18.2a, 




r 


63 


8.7 1 • 78 




021 


3.0861 00151 3.3891 -0.537: 3897' tVAUJE' ; -0.0531 0.07- -O.O-a- 3337 




Signature 
The foregoing disclosed \o me on. 



